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PILA NATURE RESERVE 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [2.08 pm]: Today, I would 
like to update the house on an important and historic native title settlement agreement for the joint management 
and vesting of the Gibson Desert Nature Reserve, to be renamed Pila Nature Reserve, between the government 
and the traditional owners of the area. 
Minister Wyatt and I had the privilege of meeting on country with the traditional owners of the reserve at Mina Mina 
springs on 28 October 2020 to sign this historic agreement. For some of the traditional owners of the Pila Nature 
Reserve, their first contact with non-Indigenous Australians came in the 1970s. However, because of the operation 
of native title law, the creation of the Gibson Desert Nature Reserve in 1977 extinguished native title. This agreement 
addresses this inequity by providing for recognition on the title of the reserve, which will be jointly managed by 
and jointly vested with the traditional owners, represented through the Warnpurru Aboriginal Corporation. 
The reserve covers approximately 18 900 square kilometres, equivalent to approximately 1.8 million hectares, of 
central Western Australia, and will be the largest jointly managed reserve in the state. The McGowan government 
has now finalised agreements for the joint management of almost three million hectares of new and existing conservation 
estate, including 1.825 million hectares for the Pila Nature Reserve, 687 000 hectares in the Yamatji Nation 
Indigenous Land Use Agreement area, and 388 000 hectares within the Ningaloo Indigenous Land Use Agreement 
area. Under the agreement, the reserve will be renamed to a traditional Aboriginal name, the Pila Nature Reserve. 
It is a fitting name that describes the landscape of the reserve—Pila meaning “plains” or “flat country”. 
The agreement represents a significant achievement for both parties, particularly the traditional owners, who have 
strived over a very long time to achieve recognition of their traditional ownership of the country. The joint 
management of country will provide significant economic, social and cultural benefits to the Aboriginal community. 
A settlement package for the reserve sets aside $7.5 million over 10 years to support the joint management activities, 
providing meaningful work and training opportunities for the traditional owners at Patjarr, Warburton and surrounding 
communities—an area in which such opportunities are severely limited. In addition, the settlement package will 
provide funding to improve infrastructure within the Patjarr community to support joint management activities. 

The McGowan government is listening to traditional owners across Western Australia and is tackling the challenges 
faced by Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Western Australians through agreement making. Glass panels made by 
the people of Pila Nature Reserve were gifted to the government as a symbol of friendship almost 20 years ago, 
and they sit in the Aboriginal People’s Gallery in this very building. This agreement embeds this partnership further 
and into the future in an enduring manner. 
 


	PILA NATURE RESERVE
	Statement by Minister for Environment


